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his instruments, and it is possible that they told the truth
when they said they did not even know the purpose for
which they had been brought to France.   But the
prisoners studiously guarded the name of Pavelitch as
if their future after the trial depended on his goodwill.
And the defence had the audacity to depict him as a
hero patriot.    Saint-Auban stressed Serb brutality and
invited the sympathy of the jury for him because, in
1929, he had been tried for treason and condemned to
death at Belgrade merely on account of a harmless
political speech at Sofia.    The Serbs had no one to put
up to refute this and give a full account of Pavelitch's
activities, showing that there was more reason for the
condemnation of that man than of any other concerned.
According to Saint-Auban, the accused were patriots
whose self-sacrifice and devotion to the cause of liberty
ought to kindle emotion in the breast of every true son
of republican France.   According to the President of
the Court, who was never impartial, they were hirelings,
men who were willing to do murder for reward.   If
they received so much money before the event and were
lodged luxuriously in the best hotels, how much must
one think was the amount promised them in case of
success?   But he would not explore the dangerous
question of the source of the money.    He interpolated
a commentary of irony and sarcasm which delighted a
French court but complicated the task of the interpreters.
The interpreters were, in any case, inexperienced and
when a witness spoke for five or ten minutes the trans-
lation was commonly given in a few seconds, a fact
which rendered the prisoners extremely suspicious of
the course the trial was taking.

The President, Loison, conducted the case, ex-
amining the prisoners on the lines he thought advisable.
The prosecution scarcely asked mote than a dozen ques-
tions during the whole of the hearing. The defence
cross-examined most of the witnesses, or rather put
questions to the President which he permitted the